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1. The issue of the mutual recognition of higher educatipmlifications is gaining
prominence in the Black Sea region as more and stodents come to study from one
BSEC country to another. These students would natusaé% diploma recognition after
completing studies in order to obtain employment otigoa their studies.

2. The Assembly recalls its Recommendation 10/1995 on “Cobperamong the PABSEC
Member Countries for the Improvement of Education” Whicoposed the elaboration of
multilateral and bilateral arrangements on the muteabgnition and equivalence of
academic courses, diplomas, degrees, and other edioalited certificates.

3. Furthermore, Recommendation 27/1998 on “Cooperation amdmy Academic
Communities of the BSEC Member Countries and Its LEgainework”, adopted by the
Assembly in Bucharest in June 1998, urged the nationabpwatits and governments “to
promote the conclusion of bilateral and multilaterateagients promoting academic
mobility in the Black Sea region through the mutuabgeation of qualifications related to
higher education; to consider the accession to #hevant Council of Europe and
UNESCO conventions; pending the conclusion of sucleemgents, to promote the
exchange of information concerning the recognitibdiplomas and degrees”.

4. Both the BSEC and the PABSEC have on many occastoessed the need to facilitate the
free movement of businessmen within the Black Seamegcademic mobility and the free
movement of students, lecturers and researcherdsareary important for the Black Sea
countries in order to contribute to forging strongdwaational and scientific ties, as well as
promoting peace and mutual understanding among thengatiohe area.

5. Promoting academic mobility, the mutual recognitiorhigher education qualifications by
the BSEC member countries will open their educationesys to each other and to the
outside world, allowing young people to obtain educatibroad and enriching them with
international experience. This will undoubtedly contrilietenhancing the human potential

! The Assembly debate on 10 December, 1998 (See Doc. GA 5024@®ort on the Mutual
Recognition of Higher Education Diplomas by the BSEC MenCountries, adopted by the Cultural,
Educational and Social Affairs Committee at its El¢hedeeting in Sofia on 23-24 September 1998;
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of the Black Sea region and raising its competitsgsnin tomorrow’s global labour
market.

The diversity of education systems in the countriethe Black Sea region reflects their
cultural, social, political, religious and economicelsity, an asset which should be fully
respected. The BSEC countries should endeavour to ehelilecitizens to benefit from
this rich heritage of diversity by facilitating asseby the students of one country to the
educational resources of other countries.

Bilateral and multilateral arrangements in the redam of academic qualifications should
be encouraged, following the conclusion of the figgeament on the mutual recognition of
higher education qualifications between Romania anttidta. Furthermore, cooperation
between universities as well as within the framewofkthe Black Sea Universities’
Network could make a significant contribution to promgtacademic mobility and mutual
recognition of higher education qualifications ie tlegion.

The BSEC member countries would benefit from joining éxisting international and
European arrangements on diploma recognition, firsilpthe 1997 UNESCO/Council of
Europe Lisbon Convention on the Recognition of Qualifans concerning Higher
Education in the European Region.

The Assembly recommends to the Parliaments and Gowestts of the BSEC Member
Countries:

i. to step up information exchange among the member reesiain their higher education
systems, institutions, programmes and diploma regogrprocedures;

ii. to this end, consider organising working groupd/ar workshops for in-depth study of
the issue of the diploma recognition in the area;

iii. to urge the intensification of the efforts dfiet national authorities of the member
countries with a view to signing bilateral and mulglal agreements in this field with
other BSEC member countries;

iv. to study the possibility of a regional conventiam the recognition of higher
educational qualifications in the BSEC member countries

v. to encourage cooperation steps between universitieglaas within the framework of
the Black Sea Universities’ Network aiming to proenatademic mobility and mutual
recognition of higher education qualifications in thgion;

vi. to invite the BSEC member countries and the Bl&ek University Foundation to set
up in its framework a coordinating centre in charfeonitoring issues related to the
recognition of diplomas in the BSEC member countriesluding formulation of
criteria, elaboration of data bases, as well as norenanstruments in the field. The
UNESCO/CEPES is invited to provide qualified expertiisthe coordinating centre;

vii. to accede to the international and Europeanl legdruments on the recognition of
higher education qualifications and to ensure the mmgfgation of these convention
through establishing and building up appropriate mechanig@dijcularly those
belonging to the ENIC network (European Network ofidia! Information Centres
on Academic Recognition and Mobility);

viii. develop cooperation in this field with UNESC@ge Council of Europe, the European
Union and other interested institutions and countries

The Assembly invites the Meeting of the MinistefsForeign Affairs of the BSEC
Participating States to consider this Recommendation



