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I. INTRODUCTION

1. Taking into account the need for the ParliamentAssembly to review the
development of cooperation among the academic cortiegirds an important dimension
evolving within the BSEC process, the Cultural, Edoocal and Social Affairs Committee at
its Ninth Meeting in Kyiv on 1-2 October 1997 decided, upium proposal of the Bulgarian
national delegation, to discuss “Cooperation of theademic Communities of the BSEC
Member Countries and Its Legislative Framework” Iz main subject on the agenda of its
Tenth Meeting in Tirana on 1-2 April 1998.

2. The Rapporteur expresses acknowledgements to thealadelegations of Armenia,
Bulgaria, Greece, Romania and Turkey that have fal@ehcontributions for this Report and
the Recommendation on this subject as well as td®#BSEC International Secretariat for
information received from international organisasicand other sources. The Rapporteur also
thanks the BSEC Permanent International Secretatfe BSEC Standing Academic
Committee and the Black Sea University for theiughle cooperation.

3. The PABSEC has already addressed some aspeciadeinac cooperation among the
member countries within the framework of such issueth@®atification and Implementation
of the Black Sea Convention on Cooperation in tiedBiof Culture, Education, Science and
Information (Report on the subject and Recommend&iib®94 adopted by the Third General
Assembly in Bucharest in June 1994) and the Cooperatiomgathe PABSEC Member
Countries for the Improvement of Education (Report lo& subject and Recommendation
10/1995 adopted by the Fifth General Assembly in Moscowne 1995).

Il. THE EMERGENCE OF THE BSEC ACADEMIC DIMENSION

4. There is no doubt that science and technology eseimportant factors in economic

development, pervading numerous areas of human activairyy country. The escalating costs
of research and development, coupled with the rapid padecomplexity of technological

innovation, are the realities faced by both the BSé&muntries with developed market
economies and countries in transition. For therdtte situation is much more difficult since
they also have to tackle many complex problems assdcisith their transition to market

economies. This serves to underline the need to caipmore closely in identifying new forms
and directions of regional scientific and technamabcooperation, in exchanging information
and experience, sharing best practices and undertakmgpjojects for the common sake of all
the BSEC countries.

5. The development of the multilateral and bilateradpepation among the academic
communities which aims to apply the achievementsiehse and technology to concrete fields
of economic cooperation adds a new important dimenglothe BSEC process. Since its
inception, the BSEC has emphasised the importancevefaping scientific and technological

cooperation among the Participating States. In then8ubeclaration on Black Sea Economic
Cooperation adopted in Istanbul on 25 June 1992, the He&tatefor Government affirmed

their “determination to make best use of all possisliand opportunities for expanding and
multiplying their cooperation in the fields of economji including trade and industrial

cooperation, of science and technology and of théremment” and listed science and
technology among the priority projects of commonrege

6. In the Statement of the High Level Meeting of BBEC Participating States that was
held in Bucharest on 30 June 1995, the participants apprethetedadiness of the academic
communities of the Participating States to cooperateder to increase the contribution of the
scientific and technological research and acadamension to the economic and social
progress in the BSEC area. Furthermore, in the Mod2eglaration adopted on 25 October
1996, the Heads of State or Government reiterated gshpport to the efforts undertaken by



the scientific communities for the benefit of expangbicultural and scientific ties among the
BSEC countries.

7. The Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the BSEC Rapating States considered for the
first time the development of cooperation among tbadeamic communities at their Fifth
Meeting in Athens in April 1995 and endorsed the propmsabnvene a BSEC conference of
representatives of the academic communities of thichating States which could launch this
new dimension of cooperation within the BSEC process.

The Ministers also approved the initiative of Gregzestablish the International Centre for
Black Sea Studies with the task of carrying out petiognted and practical research aimed at
the realisation of BSEC goals, especially in thiel§i®f economy, industry and technology.

8. The issue of the cooperation of the academic contiesinvas further considered at
the Sixth MMFA in Chisinau in November 1995 and Seventh WMn Bucharest in April
1996. The Ministers agreed in particular that the Intewnal Centre for Black Sea Studies be
established in Athens and the BSEC Conference oéseptatives of academic communities
take place in Athens by the end of 1996.

lll. THE INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK OF THE COOPERATION  AMONG
THE ACADEMIC COMMUNITIES OF THE BSEC MEMBER COUNTRI ES

A. THE BSEC WORKING GROUP ON COOPERATION IN SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY

9. The principal BSEC intergovernmental subsidiary boeglidg with the matters of

cooperation among the academic communities is\theking Group (WG) on Cooperation

in Science and TechnologyTo date, the WG has held three meetings:

- in Yerevan on 10-11 November 1994;

- in Bucharest on 30-31 May 1995 (preceded by a Meeting of rExpa Pranotion
of Technology Transfer on 29 May 1995);

- in Krasnodar on 16-17 December 1997.

10. The WG Meeting in Yerevan on 10-11 November 1994

- discussed the principles of elaboration and adopfigoird concrete programmes in the field
of science;

- discussed various steps to promote technology transfe

- discussed the proposal to set up the BSEC Scientifid;F

- emphasised the importance of identifying relevarancial sources both within the BSEC
area and outside and instructed the BSEC Secretariedntact in this context appropriate
international institutions such as the United Natidndustrial Development Organization
(UNIDO), World Intellectual Property Organization (AQ), European Patent Office (EPO),
and European Bank for Reconstruction and Developm@&RIE;

- having discussed the development of cooperation @rtiw academic communities of the
BSEC Participating States, the WG recommended thatFifth Meeting of Ministers of
Foreign Affairs consider this new component of tf8E& process and called on the MMFA to
assist in convening a BSEC conference of the repiasess of academic communities which
could launch a new dimension of cooperation.

11. The WG Meeting in Bucharest on 30-31 May 199%ut forward the following

proposals which were subsequently endorsed by the SixteRAM{@hisinau, November 1995):

- further development of cooperation among acadenmuramities, including the convening of
the BSEC conference;



- protection of intellectual property under market ecopnconditions;

- establishment of the International Centre for Bl§ea Studies (ICBSS);

- creation of the BSEC Scientific Fund;

- cooperation in the field of technology transfer

12. The Meeting of Experts on Promotion of Technology Transfeheld in Bucharest on

29 May 1995 submitted to the above mentioned WG Meetingaitgkground paper with the

following proposals:

- assisting intermediary organisations specialisetechnology transfer, such as incubators,
technology parks, technology centres, etc.;

- supporting training and educational institutions indefaising and adapting their
programmes to the challenges of new technologies;

- developing data banks on new technologies;

- supporting awareness campaigns on new technologieslisseminating the best practices
from international experience.

13. The most receM/G Meeting held in Krasnodar 16-17 December 1997

- emphasised a need for creating a legal basis fgpecation in the field of science and
technology, including the conclusion of relevant agrents;

- assessed some specific cooperation projects, sumh iastative mathematical model for the
Black Sea basin and the industrial mariculture in ¢ggon;

- considered the creation of an investment funddonnological development emphasising that
financial support should be solicited for this purpose fiotarnational donors; bearing in

mind the past experience of the BSEC in creating su@ind, the WG called upon the

Participating States to submit proposals on the maeliof the establishment of the

investment fund;

- invited the interested Participating States topeoate in initiating the establishment of
databases on scientific, economic, technologicdystrial and business information in order to
use them for technology transfer in the BSEC cousitiie this context, it was proposed to
organise a meeting of experts on information and aamications;

- considered progress in establishing the Internati®@entre for Black Sea Studies; the
delegations expressed interest of their States iprdical establishment of the Centre so that
the ICBSS could become fully operational in 1998;

- examined ways and means of further cooperation witkrnational and regional
organisations;

- taking into account the need to ensure financial sudpo multilateral projects in science
and technology, recommended to approach the EuropeammiSsion with a view to
establishing a special regional programme for the BSEC

B. THE BSEC CONFERENCE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ACADEMIC
COMMUNITIES

14. In accordance with the decisions and recommae&mamf the Sixth, Seventh and
Eighth Meetings of the Ministers of Foreign Affaicf the BSEC Participating States, the
Conference of representatives of the academic coniesinwas held in Athens on 9-11
December 1996. It was attended by representatives dfeaPParticipating States, Egypt and
Tunisia as observers and UNIDO as a guest.

15. The delegations made general presentations omritepects for comprehensive
cooperation in the Black Sea region, as well assassent of the existing scientific and
technological potential in the BSEC countries. A ¢thugh exchange of ideas and presentations



of various action-oriented proposals was held in sixrkidg Groups which adopted
recommendations on the following subjects:

- agriculture, health and new technologies;

- environmental protection, pollution and new techgigls;

- information and communication technologies;

- materials, engineering, energy;

- social-economic sciences and humanities;

- development of mechanisms and methodologies foperation among the academic and
research communities; establishment of mechanisnextdrange of information and data.

16. The participants found it advisable that cooperatiorthe field of science and

technology between the BSEC and regional and irtienad organisations such as the
European Union be further developed. The participantsagissed that convening similar fora
of the BSEC Participating States in the future willdbegreat importance for the promotion
and achievement of BSEC goals.

17. The participants agreed to recommend to the Seatstaf the BSEC and the
PABSEC to present various proposals of the Confereckifther consideration and action
by the relevant PABSEC and BSEC bodies.

The Final Statement

18. The Conference adopted a Final Statement stredhaig the Conference had
effectively launched a new and very significant @aid dimension of the BSEC. The
participants came to the firm conclusion that the mgstcientific and technological potential
of the BSEC States can and should play a greater imofhe multilateral process of
cooperation. The Statement also referred to an urgead for further exploration and
elaboration of specific ways and means of strengtigemteraction among scholars and
scientists of the Black Sea region. The participagdafied upon the Governments and
Parliaments of the BSEC Participating states to eerslipport and assistance, including
financial, for further development of collaboration stience, technology, culture and
humanities in the Black Sea region.

Recommendations of the Conference Working Groups

19. Working Group 1: agriculture, health and new technologiesproposed the following

priority cooperation objectives:

- sustainable agriculture by sharing experience in drepinigation, by-product recycling
and supply of micronutrient deficiency in soils;

- aquaculture, fish and mollusk breeding;

- preserving and exploring the plant genetic resoumesnining the adaptability of existing
plant varieties and breeding new genotypes for fulfjlspecific needs;

- malnutrition and epidemiological studies;

- sharing experience in neuroscience research;

- assessment of micronutrient deficiency in humaxsdamestic animals;

- setting up a BSEC Veterinarian Centre based on newhted similar structures such as the
Balkan Veterinarian Committee in Bulgaria;

- biotechnological research, including gene trangfeltjivation of micro-organisms to obtain
protein-rich biomass, vaccine production, biologicadtiment of industrial waste water;

20. Working Group 2: environmental protection, pollution and new technologies

identified the following priority areas for joint ademic and research activities:

- water resources and management: new technolagiegater purification, river and ground
water quality monitoring;

- integrated coastal zone management;

- marine and terrestrial biodiversity research;



- hazard prevention and contingency planning;
- ocean prediction and observation systems;
- forestry.

21. Working Group 3: information and communication technologies agreed on the
following priority guidelines:
- assessment and improvement of the communicatioasinéicture in the BSEC countries; to
this end, creation of a Core Technical Group (Taské&jp
development of a Regional Information Exchange égdbased on the existing network of
national information centres in the BSEC countries.
* WG 3 supported the initiative of UNIDO to provide assise in the implementation of
networked Industrial and Business Information Syst@BiS) in the BSEC countries;
» development of information services in different teex such as scientific research,
business, culture, health, environment, etc.
» development of electronic commerce by bank assocgatibthe BSEC member countries
and by the newly created Black Sea Trade and DevelapBank;
- creation of an Advisory Board on ICT to ensureithglementation of recommended actions;
- computer modelling and simulation of the Black Sebupon and economic development.
WG 3 encouraged the initiative of the Krasnodar Unsitgin this area;
- joint research and development activities, suckaddisvare applications to support regional
sectoral services, development of multilingual trar@tesystems, multimedia, etc.;
- distant learning and digital library technologiexl their use for training programmes.

22. Working Group 4: materials, engineering, energyrecommended the following
priority areas of cooperation:

- development of new high-performance materials @wdmaterial processing technologies;

- integration of electrical power networks of the EES countries, taking into account the
European Electrical Power Network;

- use of alternative energy sources such as solad,amd biomass;

- training of policy makers and managers for thegnsector;

- planning, modelling and effective use of energy sesir

- research pertaining to the environmental impaenefgy conversion processes;

- application of basic scientific knowledge to devedegv systems such as instrumentation data
processing techniques and laser technigues in production

- development of Intelligent Manufacturing Techniques;

- studies related to water systems management, inglaeghality, price, energy consumption,
losses and processing.

23. Working Group 5: social-economic sciences and humanitiedefined the main priorities

of research in its field as follows:

- to study the economic potential and to elaborateaheept of economic cooperation amongst
the BSEC member states;

- to examine in depth the possibilities of creatingea-trade zone within the BSEC region;

- to draw up a programme for research on the histpratdtural, economic and political
relations amongst the peoples of the Black sea regi@comparative basis.

24. Working Group 6: development of mechanisms and methodologies for
cooperation among the academic and research communitiesstablishment of mechanisms
for exchange of information and data.

The WG recommended the creation dtanding Academic Committee (SACromposed of
representatives of 11 BSEC member States (1 member plugmaeement per State) that
will be appointed by the respective Governments. The 8®&@bers are members of academic
institutions (universities, research centres, acaggrsic.) of their countries.

The SAC will be responsible for carrying out the follogvtasks:



1. Determination of the priority areas in reseanath development, in coordination with the
BSEC the Working Group on Cooperation in Science aewhiiology and the International
Centre for Black Sea Studies.

2. Establishment of Task Forces to fulfil the follogviobjectives:

- to implement the policy defined by the SAC foresetd priority areas and
technological domains, by initiating, selecting ananaging specific projects; in addition
to the above, two more task forces should be created Humanities-Culture and
Education-Training, respectively.

- determination of the availability of informatiemd data that are associated with on-going
and possible future projects relevant to the BSEC region

- technical implementation of the necessary ICTfo(mation and communication
technology) infrastructure to achieve efficient sging of information needs;

- to advise and assist in the development of Natibmovation Relay Centres (BS-IRCs)
and to maintain their connectivity with each othas, well as with EU IRCs, within a
network.

3. Organisation of meetings related to the fulfilmeinthe aforementioned policy objectives.

4. Advice on the creation of Centres of Excellencarieas of high interest to the BSEC
member countries.

5. Initiatives to establish contacts with nationadl amernational bodies for the purpose of
raising funds to support and implement R&D and relatdidips of the BSEC.

C. THE BSEC STANDING ACADEMIC COMMITTEE

25. The First Meeting of the BSEC Standing Acadenuen@ittee was held in Sinaia,
Romania on 26-27 February 1998. The Meeting reviewed aesiviixchanged views and
information regarding the implementation of the rapwendations adopted by the first BSEC
Conference of representatives of the academic contieginiThe following priorities were
identified for joint scientific projects at the cuntestage of the SAC’s activities, to be carried
out through establishing appropriate Task Forces:

-transportation of energy resources,

- interconnection of electric power grids in theaare

- modernisation of transport and communication infrasures,

- establishment of a data bank on research unitgirethion,

- environmental monitoring of the Black Sea.

The participants were informed about the activitiethefBlack Sea Universities Network and
AIMOS Network (30 universities from 15 countries of Soatid Eastern Europe) and decided
to exchange information and coordinate activitieshwihe networks and other related
organisations.

The Meeting also adopted guidelines for the SAC’svifictaimed at further promoting the
academic cooperation in the BSEC region.

The Meeting was attended by the Rapporteur of the PABSHtural, Educational and Social
Affairs Committee who briefed the members of the S#Cthe activities undertaken by the
PABSEC to promote academic cooperation in the region.

D. THE INTERNATIONAL CENTRE OF BLACK SEA STUDIES (I CBSS)

26. At the Fifth Meeting of Ministers of Foreign Aiffa. of the BSEC Participating States
(Athens, April 1995), the Ministers approved the initiatiof Greece to establish with the
financial support of the European Union, other inteomai organisations and business
communities the International Centre for Black Seadi®s with the task of carrying out
policy-oriented and practical research aimed at ¢héisation of BSEC goals, especially in the
fields of economy, industry and technology. The SiMNMFA (Chisinau, November 1995)



decided that the Centre will be located in Athenmalfy, the Eighth MMFA (Moscow,
October 1996) has called upon the Hellenic Republic to uh#ettee necessary measures
which will enable the ICBSS in Athens to start ifseations within 1997 as an international
body open to all the interested BSEC States.

27. The ICBSS is an independent, non-profit, internatimstitution. Its principal goal is
to study practical ways of fostering and strengtlgerilte international economic relations
within the Black Sea Region and to contribute toagbglication of achievements of science and
technology to concrete fields of economic coopenatio

28. The ICBSS will attempt to function as a locomofmepromoting cooperation among

researchers, academics, entrepreneurs, managersnrgene agencies and the media from
Black Sea Countries, as well as from other partdefaorld, particularly from the European

Union Countries.

29. The Centre also aims at fostering contacts ames®arch centres in the BSEC region
and aspires to become a linkage institution for aarmational dialogue between the Black Sea
Region. the European Union and other parts of thedw®d this end, the Centre will carry-out
interdisciplinary and policy-oriented research arldvant activities that will promote a more
profound understanding of the current economic, sacidlother problems of the region.

30. More specifically. the Centre will carry out thédaing functions:

a) to inquire, collect and file the flow of relevantormation relating to the Black Sea Region
and its linkages with its neighbours;

b) to promote contacts and cooperation between reseanthes ("affiliates") in the BSEC
area,;

c) to contribute to the development of an academiwark among the BSEC Participating
States to promote more contacts and exchanges aessaychers;

d) to serve as a bridge between BSEC and the EC toopgointer-regional cooperation
schemes and analyse the experience of other regimnatures, with the aim of using it to the
benefit of BSEC;

e) to conduct policy-oriented studies and advise gorental and private institutions;

f) to train professionals. scholars and young reseasanterested in the study of the region;
g) to elaborate the scientific background and expeftseconcrete BSEC projects and
programmes of multilateral cooperation;

h) to conceptualise general parameters of cooperatithe IBSEC area;

i) to undertake other relevant tasks to be decidezbmpetent BSEC bodies.

31. In order to promote its goals, the Centre will @ppheans such as:

a) The carrying out of research programmes and puloltsati

b) The setting up of task forces and/or ad hoc studypgr, and the organisation of seminars
and conferences for researchers, officials, groupsexgferts, diplomats. entrepreneurs,
managers, etc.;

c) The cooperation with government services, publicpvate entities and international
organisations in the exchange of information andstbdy of special topics;

d) The creation of a comprehensive infrastructure documentation and information
systematisation. through the employment of data bankisother advanced data processing
technology;

e) The award of research fellowships for projectsedimat the study of the Black Sea Region.
as well as the efforts to maximise any other releaativity.

32. In order to accomplish its objectives, the Centag oonclude cooperation agreements
with the UN specialised agencies, the EU, otherediassociations. private or governmental
organisations. foundations or research and tracengres, academic institutions etc.



33. The Centre will be financed from revenues from esgal activities, assistance from
private and public sectors, ad hoc funding from the IG&tate, donations from any natural or
legal entity, the European Union and other intermafioorganisations, and voluntary
contributions of the BSEC Participating States.

E. THE BLACK SEA UNIVERSITY (BSU) AND THE BLACK SEA UNIVERSITIES
NETWORK (BSUN)

34. The Black Sea University which began its activities in Romania in May 1993, &na
international centre of permanent education speciglish short-term postgraduate-level
courses, workshops and seminars. About 30 internationases were held annually since the
last 5 years, attended by over 5000 participants from 40 rgggsinf\part from its training
programmes, the BSU has also established a familgsefrch centres:

- the National Centre for Sustainable Development;

- the Conflict Prevention Centre;

- the Laboratory of Educational Technology;

- the International Study Centre for Advanced Maierand Technology;

- the Business Innovative Partnership Project.

35. The PABSEC, an official sponsor of the BSU since 19%% been developing
relations with the University practically since itseption. Professor Mircea Malitza, President
of the Black Sea University Foundation, attended Gloenmittee Meetings in Bucharest in
April 1995 and in Cheboksary in September 1995 as well asixtie General Assembly in
Ankara in November 1995. The Sixth General Assembly adoptsision 4/1995 “The
Framework of Cooperation between the PABSEC and taekBSea University” which
emphasised “a special interest in the organisaticimenetwork of universities in the Black
Sea area - having the existing BSU as a pivotal @oidta communication centre enhancing
contacts, cooperation, summer courses and joint dgehis was also strongly recommended
by UNESCO. The Assembly will promote with its authotis step”.

36. The First Conference of University Rectors fréva Black Sea countries which was
held in Mangalia, Romania on 4-7 September 1997 at thetiwvet of the BSU and the Ovidius
University, Constantza, agreed to sefline Black Sea Universities Network

Among the main goals of the Black Sea Universigtwork are: identifying and enhancing
intellectual resources badly needed for sustainabldagement; planning common research
and training projects; and better representing thallentual production of the region in a
competitive world and an era of knowledge.

The participants of the First Conference chose a patigmapproach and a less structured
formula leaving it for the Conference in 1998 to orga@sCouncil of Rectors with a president
from among them and an Executive Committee. The N&twgonow linking 36 universities
and inviting more to join; it is estimated thatén be eventually joined by 80-100 universities
from the Black Sea region.

37. The Assembly should welcome this important initewhich it has actively promoted
and should step up its support both to the BSU and to 8i1dNB Prof. Dr. Gabriela
Stanciulescu, BSUN Vice-Rector, has been invited tkenaapresentation on the Network at
the Tenth Meeting of the PABSEC Cultural, Educaticeradl Social Affairs Committee in
Tirana on 1-2 April 1998. This presentation will undoubtemtiyich the deliberations of the
Committee on cooperation of the academic commurafise BSEC Member Countries.

IV. THE LEGAL FRAMEWORK FOR ACADEMIC COOPERATION

38. As mentioned above, the Summit Declaration on Bek Economic Cooperation,
Statement of the Bucharest High-Level Meeting, Mas@eclaration, as well as a series of
decisions taken by the Meetings of Ministers of kgpré\ffairs have expressed strong support



to cooperation in the field of science and technpliogthe Black Sea region, thus creating a
favourable regional legal environment for further dgwment of cooperation among the
academic communities of the BSEC member countries.

39. Furthermore, Article 23 “Academic cooperation” (SectVll “BSEC - Related
Bodies”) of the BSEC Charter - due to be signed imauie later this year at the BSEC
Meeting of the Heads of State or Government - ir@agfthe pledge to promote the cooperation
among the academic communities, scholars and st&nfithe Member States.

40. It should be pointed out that the Black Sea ConveniioCooperation in the Fields of
Culture, Education, Science and Information signed6éollarch, 1993 by all the BSEC
member countries, except Bulgaria and Greece, alrediflgddy all the Parties and in force
since 1994, provides a broad framework for developingfieecooperation in the Black Sea
region. In Recommendation 12/1995 adopted by the Sixth &eAssembly in Ankara in
November 1995, the Assembly has already proposed to Gieeomsider accession to the
Convention. Both Bulgaria and Greece could be invitgdthe Assembly to consider the
possibility of joining the Convention.

41. There is definitely a need for enhancing and upggeal legal basis for cooperation in
the field of science and technology, including thenatusion of relevant bilateral and

multilateral agreements at the inter-governmentadl |evithin the framework of inter-regional,

trans-border and local authorities cooperation andhatlevel of academic and research
institutions.

42. At the present stage when the institutions of tieew BSEC dimension are being
established and their mandates and terms of retemcbeing formulated, it is important to
ensure co-ordination among all the components armsact the academic cooperation in order
to ensure their synergy, effective use of availaldeurces and avoid duplication of work.

43. At present, many BSEC countries are elaboratingdopting new legislation related
to higher education and research, science and tegynantellectual property, etc. Efforts
should be made in order to harmonise the legislatbrtee BSEC countries in this fields, on
the one hand, and to absorb the best available inmahtand European legislative
experience, on the other, with a view to removing aties to scientific and technological
cooperation, to promoting transfer of knowledge awthitology as well as academic mobility
among the BSEC member countries.

V. INTERNATIONAL AND EUROPEAN SCIENTIFIC COOPERATIO N

44, As members of the world community, the BSEC cowntdee participating in
international scientific cooperation promoted by UNNESCO, UNIDO and other UN
specialised agencies, as well as numerous othergoternmental and non-governmental
organisations. For exampleUNESCO is currently engaged in a number of programmes of
interest to the BSEC countries, such as Universitydiry-Science Partnership Programme
(UNISPAR), Earth Sciences and Natural Hazards, Math Biosphere Programme (MAP),
International Hydrological Programme, Environmentl &evelopment in Coastal regions and
Small Islands (CSlI), Life Sciences - Biotechnologfy.

An example of successful cooperation with UNESCO isBihek Sea University Foundation
which has worked in close contact with UNESCO’s t@=for Higher Education in Bucharest.

45. Being part of Europe, the BSEC countries can parteipaprogrammes of scientific
cooperation implemented by various European organisatgarsicularly bythe European

Union. The BSEC countries in transition receive techrasaistance within the framework of
PHARE (targeting Central and Eastern European Cospta@ad TACIS (targeting CIS
countries) programmes which aim to help the conceroadtries to implement political, social
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and economic reforms. The TEMPUS PHARE and TEMPWEIE programmes support the
development and renewal of higher education throughpoojects and academic mobility.

46. The preparation of the business plan for the IntemaltCentre for Black Sea Studies
was financed by EU as a TACIS project. PHARE hasntied the study “Conceptualising
BSEC Process” performed by a Greek consultancy comjizimyiki Business Research and
Consultancy S A., in cooperation with the Moscow Institute of Europgke Hellenic
Foundation for European and Foreign Policy and mamgr gesearch institutions and scholars
from the Black Sea region. Two other fundamentalistudn BSEC - “Study on the Obstacles
of Economic Cooperation among BSEC Countries” andid$ston Priorities in Economic
Relations between BSEC-EU Countries” - have beendedithrough TACIS.

47. Since 1984, European Community research and technélogieelopment (RTD)
activities have been defined and implemented by aeseof multiannual framework
programmes. The Fourth RTD Framework Programme exairtd®e end of 1998 and will be
followed by the Fifth Programme (1999-2003). One of the aimthese programmes is to
promote cooperation in the field of RTD and demonisinawith third countries and
international organisations. Within the RTD framekyothe European Commission may
provide funding from scientists from the countrieCehtral and Eastern Europe and CIS:

(a) the Inco-Copernicus programme: stabilisation of Ridential, environmental protection
and health, RTD in industry;

(b) specific projects of the RTD Framework Programneeg, sustainable development or
environmental protection;

(c) ISTC - International Science and Technology ten in Moscow: opportunities for
scientists from CIS countries, especially those witpertise in developing weapons of mass
destruction to redirect their skills in civilian entific and technological projects.

48. A number of BSEC countries, and their Parliamentsse hbenefited from the
Legislative Reform Programme for Higher Educatiod Research (LPR) implemented tine
Council of Europe. The Programme has provided analysis and recomitemslaegarding
draft laws and other specific issues:

Albania: Draft Law on Higher Education - adopted asila1994;

Bulgaria: Draft Law on Higher Education - adopted itaw in 1995 - and Draft Law on
Research;

Moldova: advice on the implementation of higher etiocdaw;

Romania: ministerial co-ordination of the higheueation sector; financing higher education;
Russia: Draft Law on Higher Education and the Stadtiddoscow State University;

Ukraine: Draft Law on Higher Education.

49. An important joint initiative of the Council of Eyg®@ and UNESCO is théonvention

on the Recognition of Qualifications concerning Higher Edud#on in the European Region
signed in Lisbon on 11 April 1997. The Convention providesomprehensive coverage of
matters earlier addressed by four separate Counciirplé conventions and aims to promote
Europe-wide academic mobility. It has already beenesighy twenty-seven European
countries, including BSEC countries Azerbaijan, Bulga@aorgia, Moldova, Romania, and
Ukraine. The Convention has not yet entered intoef@nd its signing and ratification process
is still under way.

50. The European Science Foundatiorns the European association of national funding
organisations of basic scientific research. The E8fently has 62 member organisations
from 21 countries, including the National Hellenic Resth Foundation and the Scientific and
Technical Research Council of Turkey. The Foundatidive Standing Committees (for
Medical Sciences, Life and Environmental Scienédsysical and Engineering Sciences, the
Humanities and the Social Sciences) conduct confesesied workshops and pursue long-term
programmes in specific fields of research.
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51. The less known “Third (or social) Dimension” oANO provides opportunities for
funding scientific cooperation projects within theni@vork ofNATO'’s Science Programme
and Science for Peace Programme, especially in seels as disarmament technologies, high
technology, the environment and computer networking.

VI. PROPOSALS OF THE NATIONAL DELEGATIONS

52. Armenia

1. To encourage stronger bilateral scientific ties betvike BSEC member countries in order
to establish a basis for regional cooperation amaogggthountries.

2. To create opportunities for an effective informatioch&nge in the field of science and
technology among the BSEC member countries.

3. To deem it advisable that PABSEC representativesnichttee BSEC conferences on the
cooperation of the academic communities.

4. To conduct a study of the legislative framework ia fileld of science and education of the
BSEC member countries with a view to elaborating reésendations on removing
obstacles to the development of scientific cooperation

5. To facilitate the organisation of regional scieace technology conferences, seminars and
symposia in specific branches of science and techyolog

53. Bulgaria

1. Setting up a Black Sea Research Fund with the purpds®n€ing joint research projects
of scholars in the BSEC.

2. The statute of the Black Sea Research Fund shouldaberated and a working group
from the BSEC and the PABSEC should be set up.

54.Greece

A basic issue that needs to be discussed within theSEA&BIis the issue of transparency
concerning the recognition of degrees among BSE@bee states. The member states should
cooperate in information exchange with regard ta¢cegnition of degrees.

55. Romania

1. Taking note of the increasing recognition of tbke of attitudes, mentalities and cultural
values in fostering the economic development, totlasiBlack Sea University and its Network
to launch a project of interdisciplinary studies araining “Cultural factors in stimulating
regional projects of wealth creation” and to inyliamentarians to participate in this project
and support it.

2. Taking note of the progress accomplished by thekB&ea University in application of
Decision 4/1995 adopted by the Sixth General Assembly, trcpkr, for the organisation of
the Network of Universities in the Black Sea area,

to support the extension of the Network and to express that the number of 36 universities
willing to enter the Network will considerably inege before and after the Second Conference
of Rectors to be convened in Constantza in July 1998;

to express the conviction that the aims of the codiperaleveloped by the Network, being
consonant with the objectives of PABSEC, will engyypport of the parliamentarians of the
PABSEC member countries;
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to consider as a priority for the Network the essdisient of an advanced communication
system, introduction of computer-supported educationahntdogies with emphasis on
multimedia and increased Internet access capacity;

to encourage the Black Sea University to developtsnNetwork the research activities,
multiplying the centres of advanced and applied rebeduffilling an active role in innovation
and the promotion of excellence.

56. Turkey

The Turkish national delegation has submitted the idmts Taken by the Representatives at
the Meeting on Academic Collaboration Among Highdu&ation Authorities of the Black Sea
Economic Cooperation”

Representatives from Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, GeorgiageGe, the Russian federation, Turkey
and Ukraine met in Ankara on November 17, 1997 to discusshamnisms and the

organisational structure to be established to promatelemaic collaboration among higher
education institutions of the member countries of tleElBSea Economic Cooperation. After
discussions and deliberations, it was unanimously eeécid propose the following to the

Summit of the Heads of State:

1. A Standing Committee of Academic Cooperation andr@ination shall be set up as an
organ of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation.

2. The said Committee shall consist of three memivens each member state, one shall be a
representative of the Rectors Committee or its edgnt, one representative of the state
authority responsible for higher education (ministrycouncil of higher education), and one
shall be a representative of the organisation redplen$or scientific and technological
research.

3. A secretariat of the said Committee shall be set up.

4. A fund shall be established at the disposal of tlleGammittee to finance the expenditures
of the secretariat and the costs of collaborativgrammes to be organised and/or coordinated
by the Committee.

5. The said Committee shall in its first meeting prepaules and regulations covering its
organisation and activities, taken by consensus.

VII. CONCLUSIONS

57. As a result of consistent efforts deployed by th&®3nd its bodies, academic

institutions, researchers, scholars and scientista the countries of the region, the academic
dimension has emerged as a new important componém &lack Sea Economic Cooperation
which can and should play a greater role in the ratdtial cooperation in the region.

58. Apart from its useful inputs into the BSEC, the regjiacboperation of academic
communities can contribute to solving serious sociablpros affecting the BSEC countries in
transition such as the rising unemployment the ‘bra&ind depleting the national intellectual
potentials.

59. The bodies that will spearhead and co-ordinate cbeperation of academic
communities have practically completed their formatitage, defined their mandates and
identified priorities. Emphasis should be placed novwcamcrete projects and programmes of
regional scientific cooperation.

60. There is a need for a more comprehensive legalefkark, including bilateral and
multilateral agreement at various levels, which wdadilitate regional scientific cooperation.
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61. Likewise, at the national level more efforts lmeeded to continue legislative reform in
the field of higher education, research and reldtelds with a view to creating more

favourable conditions cooperation among the acadeoniertinities. Priority should be given

to the elaboration and renewal of the relevant Il harmonising it among the member
countries in accordance with European and interndtgtaadards.

62. The BSEC Standing Academic Committee and theniatienal Centre for Black Sea

Studies should enjoy an enhanced support from goversmearliaments and business
communities in order to play their pivotal roles irveleping the academic cooperation in the
region.

63. The BSEC Conference of representatives of theeasadcommunities should be
convened at regular intervals in order to reviewptagress achieved in the regional academic
cooperation and make proposals for future cooperation.

64. At the same time, BSEC, PABSEC, as well as compatghorities in the member
countries should encourage new forms of academic caibperand interaction in the region,
such as for example the newly established Black Sezetdities Network.

65. It is important to ensure co-ordination among la tomponents and actors of the
academic cooperation in order to ensure their syneftgctive use of available resources and
avoid duplication of work. To this end, the BSEC coctuhsider elaborating and adopting a
framework programme of academic cooperation which avoolitline the priorities of
cooperation for given periods of time, modalitiessath cooperation, the scope of action of
various bodies and the mechanism of interaction arti@g.

66. There is no doubt that cooperation among the acadsmmmunities of the BSEC

countries will benefit from international donor orgations and from synergies with various
international and European organisations and programfitehe same time, certain priorities
should be agreed upon and pursued, such as closer cooperigttidhe European Union and
its bodies.



