PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY OF THE BLACK SEA ECONOMIC COPERATION
PABSEC

International Secretariat

THE CULTURAL, EDUCATIONAL AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

Doc. CC (12) 215/94 4 May, 1994

RAPORT

on

THE RATIFICATION AND IMPLEMENTATION OF
THE BLACK SEA CONVENTION ON COOPERATION IN THE
FIELDS OF CULTURE .EDUCATION, SCIENCE AND INFORMATION

RapporteurRauf Abdulali oglu ISMAILOV (Azerbaijan)



1. Introduction

The First Meeting of the Cultural, Educational and SoAi#airs Committee

which was held in Istanbul on 5 November. 1993 decided to inthedeeview of

the ratification and implementation of the Black S&mvention on Cooperation
in the Fields of Culture, Education, Science and Infolmnainto the agenda of
the Second Committee Meeting in order to work out reledacuments for the
Third Plenary Session of the PABSEC General Assenmbl\Bucharest in

June.l994.The text of the Black Sea Convention on Cooperat the Fields of

Culture, Education, Science and Information has beeunlated as part of the
Draft Minutes of the First Meeting of the Cultural, Edtienal and Social Affairs
Committee (Doc.CC(2)33/93).

2. The Black Sea Convention on Cooperation in the
Fields of Culture, Education, Science and Information:
Preparation and Signing

The Black Sea Cultural Convention project was initigfdbwing the Istanbul
Summit of the Heads of State or Government and threngjgon 25 June, 1992 of
the Summit Declaration and the Bosphorus Statementhwhstablished the
Black Sea Economic Cooperation. A call was made by Turkduly, 1992 and
first Convention drafts were forwarded to the countime®Ilved; then a meeting
of the representatives of the signatory states wasted by the Russian
Federation in November, 1992 in Sochi where the text ofCwevention was
elaborated and agreed upon.

Those steps prepared the groundwork for signing the documt atinisterial
level and so, after final revisions, the Black Sea Cotiwe on Cooperation in
the Fields of Culture, Education, Science and Informati@s signed by the
Ministers of Culture of Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, |Be&s, Georgia,
Moldova, Romania, Russia, Turkey and Ukraine on 6 March, 19%3andul.

During their meeting in Istanbul the Ministers of Cultaigo reviewed proposals
concerning the draft of the Working Plan on cooperatiothencoming years .
The following activities were, in particular, suggested fealisation in the
nearest future:
- exchanges among art experts, actors, writers,sarsistilptors and students;
- organisation of poetry days, film festivals, folk d&stivals, carnivals and
exhibitions;
- joint film production and publication of books .referentterature and
information

bulletins;
- organisation of scientific seminars on the Black @eidisations;
- opening of the Black Sea University in Romania;
- establishment of the Black Sea Prize in the fieldwfure, education, science
and information.



3. The Scope of the Convention

The preamble of the Convention states, in particthat,the Governments of the
signatory States take into consideration the impoetasfccultural cooperation
for better understanding among the peoples inhabiting thé& Blea region, wish
to use in a most efficient way the wealth ofmillenid-traditions and cultural
heritage, and acknowledge the necessity to cultivate mutaspect,
understanding and tolerance.

The fifteen articles of the Convention encompassdewariety of activities and
various forms of cooperation in the fields of cultueglucation, science and
information. Among the principal areas of cooperatien a

- cooperation and exchanges among scientific and culturahiseg@ns and
educational institutions,including exchanges of teachergjrégst and students,
language practice, scientific and research work and pedtigte education,
exchange of information on the opportunities of the muteabgnition of
diplomas and degrees;

- expanding the linguistic training in the languages of théié3arenhancing the
volume of reciprocal translation and disseminationitefary work, developing
contacts among the people of letters, organisation ok bexhibitions and
participation in international book fairs;

- cooperation and joint projects in the fields of muthieatre, cinema and fine
arts;

- exchanges of exhibits, information, as well as expan®ng museums and
other cultural institutions and organisation of joint stifec projects in history,
ethnology, archaelogy , studies of ancient civiligaiand protection of historical
and cultural monuments;

- cooperation among libraries, including the introductionmodem information
technology in libraries and network cooperation amdwegnational libraries;

- cooperation among national information agencies, nsiof journalists,
periodicals, television and radio networks including exchasfgpublications,
television and radio programmes;

- encouragement of participation of the Parties' reptatiges in seminars,
conferences, symposia and other similar events in itldsfcovered by the
Convention;

- development of youth cultural exchange programmes ;

- inter-regional cooperation and direct contacts amatigscand regions of the
Parties in the fields of culture, education, sciemaiaformation.

The Parties agreed to establish a Coordination Council stovgsiof senior
governmental officers responsible for the implementadiath coordination of the
Convention. The Coordination Council will meet annuatlythe Participating
States.



3. The Ratification Process

The Convention is subject to ratification and shaleemto force on the thirtieth
following the date of deposit of the fourth InstrumertRatification with the

Depository State. For each state ratifying the Converatitar the deposit of the
fourth Instrument of Ratification, the Convention $heaiter into force on the
thirtieth day after deposit by such state of its Insenimmof Ratification. The
Depositor of the Convention is the Government of the RepoblTurkey. The

Depositor shall inform the Signatory States aboutd#ygosition of Instruments
of Ratification, as well as any other notices by thei€a

The Convention is presently undergoing the procesgiti€ation by the national
parliaments or endorsement by the governments, in acumdaith legislative
procedures applicable in the Signatory States. Up to U&iaine, Turkey and
Moldova have officially informed the Assembly that thearliaments ratified the
Convention respectively on 4 February, 1994 (Ukraine), 5,A[894 (Turkey)
and on 28 April,] 994 (Moldova). According to the informaticeceived by the
International Secretariat from the Armenian nationaégiation, the Parliament
of Armenia has also ratified the Convention. The Stwena of the Russian
Federation is taking adequate steps for the ratificatedang with other
international documents. In Romania the Conventiamdaergoing the process of
endorsement by the government in accordance with thenahtlegislative
procedures. The Assembly will, therefore, appreciate darthformation from
the national delegations on the ratification processl @rogress in the
implementation of the Convention in the respective t@m

4. TheBlack Sea Cultural Cooperation

The traditional cultural relations existing among the Bl&ea nations have
received a strong impetus after the signing of the Blaek Convention on
Cooperation in the Fields of Culture, Education, Scieam Information which
also ushered in the process of vibrant multilateralciBle&Sea Cultural
Cooperation.

A large number of significant cultural developments haeeently been
materialised in the region. Among them can be mentidhe establishment in
Romania of the Black Sea University which opened in May, 19@B3baought

together over a thousand of students from 29 countriesit$otwo-week

programmes during the first summer semester. The BlaakF$e Festival in

Georgia in 1993 , the Black Sea artists' workshop in Istanbilline-July, 1993
and the pantomime workshop in Trabzon in October, 1993. 3@¢8, Turkey

has been hosting annual children's festivals on 24 April wdttichct participants
from about 50 countries, including the Black Sea nations.

This year will see, among other things, an internalistientific conference
"Cultural similarity and cultural differentiation ifé Black Sea region: history,
present state and prospects” in Kyiv and the "Waves oBlhek Sea" cruise
when about 300 writers and translators from the Blacka®eaBaltic countries
will discuss the ways to enhance writers' contributm peace, understanding and
cultural cooperation . This autumn the Black Sea Artsivasivill be held in
Sochi, Russia and the Black Sea Sport Games in ConsfRataania. The
PABSEC itself is giving its patronage to a joint reskaptogramme on the



history of the Black Sea Basin. The bilateral ties e fields of culture,

education, science , information, sports and youth aevihave also been
steadily expanded by the Black Sea nations within theeveork of existing

bilateral agreements.

The Black Sea Cultural Cooperation, very much like &itgeb known Black Sea
Economic Cooperation, reflects one aspect of the gemend towards closer
ties in the Black Sea area and represents a part of tdwegsr of regional
rapprochement and cooperation which have assumed a gupattance on
today's international agenda. The Black Sea Culturap@ation does not need a
starting capital or large investment. At the same tiomstituting the human
dimension of the regional cooperation process, iatee an atmosphere of
openness, mutual understanding, respect and tolerance ahwrigjack Sea
nations. This atmosphere is indispensible for the dpwedmt of mutually
advantageous economic cooperation and the maintenadceoasolidation of
peace, calm and stability in the region.

The Black Sea Convention on Cooperation in the FieldSulture, Education,
Science and Information is a generic legal expressidheomultiform and rich
Black Sea Cultural Cooperation. Taking into considerathe broad scope and
the universal character of the Convention , there islowbt that this document
will constitute a long-term legal framework for thisop@ration and will become
in the future a solid foundation for the conclusion ofeothanous bilateral and
multilateral accords.



